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Some years, the inertia of change feels l ike a tidal 
wave pushing us forward. Other years, progress 
feels more l ike the agonizing drip of a broken 

faucet, delivering small measures of hope painstakingly 
slow. It is the greatest test of our commitment that, 
despite this past year feeling much more l ike the latter, 
we hold on to the pursuit of our vision for the future.

For over three decades, EverThrive Il l inois has been 
building the world we know is possible where families 
and communities can truly thrive. This work has taken 
shape through many different projects, programs, and 
coalit ions, but central to this mission are three distinct 
approaches: 

•	 By partnering with communities, we learn first-
hand their needs and priorit ies and collaborate with  
community members in shaping policies, programs, 
and services.

•	 By fostering collaboration and innovation, we help 
health care and social service professionals work 
together to close gaps and advance health equity.

• 	 By  advocat ing  for  long- te rm systemic  po l icy 
change ,  we  advance  access ib i l i t y  t o  a f f i rm ing , 
equ i tab le  ca re  and  e l im ina te  hea l th  d i spa r i t i es 
fo r  commun i t i es . 

COVID-19 has presented a multitude of challenges, but 
each one is an opportunity to build a stronger, healthier, 
more equitable system that priorit izes the needs of 
women, children, and families. We are excited to share 
with you in this report how we are committing to that 
work every day.
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While there was a lot  that  we couldn’ t 
predict, COVID-19’s biggest threats  
came from the problems we already 

knew existed -  racial  and economic inequi t ies 
in heal th,  an eroding social  safety net,  and 
inadequate heal th care access for al l . 

One place where this was immediately apparent 
was the blood pressure cuff .  

In late spr ing,  EverThr ive IL learned from 
partners that  th is s imple device was the center 
of  a growing dispar i ty for  pregnant women. 
Pr ivate insurance made i t  re lat ively easy 
for a provider or pat ient  to request a blood 
pressure cuff ,  a l lowing that pat ient  to check 
this cr i t ical  v i ta l  f rom home dur ing te leheal th 
appointments.  Providers could monitor blood 
pressure – a key indicator for  the heal th and 
safety of  both mother and baby – whi le their 
pat ients could at tend appointments f rom home. 
I t  was a win-win.  

Snapshot
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This was not the case for those with Medicaid 
coverage. There was litt le guidance or clarity 
for pregnant people and their providers for 
getting a blood pressure cuff without out-
of-pocket cost. People denied this safe way 
to monitor their health and pregnancy from 
home had to continue attending prenatal 
appointments in-person, needlessly risking 
exposing them, their families, and their 
providers to the coronavirus. 

EverThrive IL got to work, appealing to the 
Il l inois Departments of Public Health and 
Healthcare and Family Services (HFS), 
as well as Governor Pritzker. As a trusted 
partner and community l ink, we brought 
this disparity to l ight and offered solutions 
to make immediate change. Within a few 
months, HFS and the Il l inois Association of 
Medicaid Health Plans released guidance 
on getting blood pressure cuffs without out-
of-pocket costs. Since then, national groups 
have reached out to learn from Il l inois’ 
example for neighboring states.  
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Highlights

E verThrive IL’s successful  advocacy is making 
a di fference for fami l ies r ight  now, but th is 
story also i l lustrates an essent ia l  lesson for 

adapt ing to COVID-19. The problems we face now 
are not that  d i fferent f rom the issues that we have 
worked on for decades. Important ly,  systems bui l t 
on a legacy of  b ias and oppression threaten people 
of  color,  and Black women especial ly are paying 
with their  l ives for  th is in just ice.

These problems wi l l  not  be f ixed unt i l  we resolve to 
bui ld a di fferent k ind of  system. One that pr ior i t izes 
the needs of  people before prof i t ,  that  centers the 
l ived exper ience of  women, chi ldren, and fami l ies, 
and bui lds a network of  support  for  communit ies, 
no matter what they might face.

Here’s how EverThrive IL is bui lding that kind of 
system through our f ive key focus areas. 
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Health reform  

We expanded health care access  to 
thousands of I l l inoisans over 60, regardless 
of their immigration status, by successful ly 
advocating for the Healthy I l l inois Act.

 
We removed barriers to health services 
for I l l inois famil ies during COVID-19 by 
successful ly advocating for expanded 
telehealth services.

We bui l t  on previously successful advocacy 
to expand Medicaid coverage through 
the first full year postpartum ,  annualizing 
this in the FY21 I l l inois State Budget. 
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Maternal and Child Health

We distributed more than 12,000 reusable, cloth face 
masks  to pregnant people across Chicago in just four 
months as a founding member of Masks for MOMs IL. 

We addressed longstanding inequities  in the Women, 
Infant, and Children (WIC) Food Assistance Program by 
advocating for systems change, driven by the experiences 
of famil ies.

We launched a COVID-19 response webinar series for 
social service providers to del iver vi tal updates on public 
benefi ts and support their caring for families  during 
the public health crisis. 

Reproductive Justice 
 
We published our landmark Contraceptive Justice 
Report  assessing the barriers to contraceptive care, 
which garnered state and national praise of this work 
as the “gold standard” in reproductive health.  

We partnered with researchers  in the nationwide 
PRIORITY study to recruit  part icipants from BIPOC and 
queer communit ies to contr ibute to this research on how 
COVID-19 impacts pregnancy and birth outcomes.

Champions for Health Equity | 6

m

m

m

m

m



Immunizations 

We promoted timely vaccination  by providing 
education and resources to more than 14,000 
people through on-the-ground outreach across 
Chicago.

We partnered with community members  to test 
pro-vaccine messaging that is now being used by 
county health departments across I l l inois.  

School-Based Health Care

We secured $3 million in emergency funding  for 
school-based health centers affected by COVID-19 
school closures to ensure they could remain open 
and avai lable when students safely return. 

We testified before the Il l inois Legislative 
Children’s Health Caucus  on behavioral and 
mental health services provided at SBHCs alongside 
students sharing their personal stories. 
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Chi Chi Okwu
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Heidi Ortolaza-Alvear
Ankit Patel
Donna Perisee
Lynn Pollack
Kiersten Regelin
Philip Reitz
Tonya Roberson
Harriet Roberts
Andrea Roloff
Nancy Rooks
Emily Rus
Snow Rutkowske
Jackie Sabado
Cindy San Miguel
Brian & Gabrielle Sauder
Julie Schmidt
Don Schneider
Renee Schneider
Katie Scott
Lois Scott
Kathryn Seifert
Kylie Severson
Katie Siegel
Patricia Smallsreed
Theresa Smith

Scott Smith
George Smith, Jr.
Jake Speck
Marissa Starke
Michael Stashwick
Haley Streibich
Sarah Sturino
Susan Swart
Eddie Swift
Debbie Taitel
Michael Taitel
Charles Talsma
Haley Tanzman
Carol Tanzman
Lottie Tanzman
Stephanie Tennery
Jill Tessler
Ashley Thomas
Joseph Thomas
Ariel Thomas
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Donors

AllianceChicago
Charities Aid Foundation of 

America
Chicago Community Trust
Chicago Department of Public 

Health
Chicago Foundation for 

Women
Community Catalyst
Community Foundation of 

Middle Tennessee 
Conant Family Foundation
The Lloyd A. Fry Foundation
Irving Harris Foundation
Healthcare Foundation of 

Northern Lake County

Illinois Department of Public 
Health

National Institute for 
Reproductive Health

National Women’s Law Center
The David and Lucille Packard 

Foundation
The Pfizer Foundation
Polk Bros. Foundation
Prince Charitable Trust
The J.B. and M.K. Pritzker 

Family Foundation
Raising Women’s Voice
VNA Foundation 

Foundation & Government Funders

Support
Thank you to the health Champions who maDe this work Possible in FY20! 

Corporate Partners
AstraZeneca
Blue Cross Blue Shield of 

Illinois
Cooper’s Hawk Winery
Delta Dental
Dynavax Technologies  
Erie Family Health Centers
Grace Printing & Mailing
GlaxoSmithKline
HERE Technologies

Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP
Ann & Robert Lurie Children’s 

Hospital of Chicago
Merck
Northwestern Medicine
Sanofi Pasteur Inc
Pfizer
Ventas 
Warady & Davis
William Blair
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Chairperson
Ariel Thomas, MS
Northwestern University’s 

Feinberg School of Medicine

Vice Chairperson
Courtney Jones
University of Chicago

Secretary	
Betsy Covell, MS
Nokia

Treasurer
Jesse Meyer, MBA
Northwestern University’s 

Feinberg School of Medicine
Northwestern Medical Group

Anna Assenmacher
Department 11

Amy Thomasson
American College of Medical 

Quality 

Anita Chandra-Puri, MD
Northwestern Medicine
Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children’s 

Hospital of Chicago

Rashmi Chugh, MD 
DuPage County Health 
Department 

Mary Driscoll, MPH, RN

Sarah Flanagan
AAR Corp

Renee Friedman, JD
Katten Muchin Rosenmen LLP

Robin Hannon, MSN, RN

Brenda Jones, DHSc, MSN, 
WHNP, LSSGB

TiER1 Healthcare

Loretta Lattyak, RN, MEd
Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children’s 

Hospital of Chicago

Andrew Martin
United Healthcare

Ellen Mason, MD
John H. Stroger, Jr. Hospital of 

Cook County

Tamela Milan-Alexander 
ACCESS Community Health 
Network

Ankit Patel
Ventas, Inc.

Cindy San Miguel, MPH
Siani Urban Health Institute

George Smith, Jr., EdD, MPH
Chicago State University

Michael S. Taitel, PhD
Walgreen Co.

Chi Chi Okwu, MPH
Executive Director

Priscilla Chawla, MS
Deputy Director of Operations and 

Finance

Heidi Ortolaza-Alvear, AM
Deputy Director of Strategy and Impact

Kathy Waligora, MSW
Deputy Director of External Affairs

Aisha Chaudhri, MA
Reproductive Justice Manager

Destini Erwin
Community Engagement Intern

Maggie Finnesy
Health Systems Intern 

Molly Gibson
Strategy and Impact Intern

Chloe Hartmann
Communications Intern

Max Horwitz
Business Operations Manager

Talibah Johnson
Community Engagement Coordinator

Natrina Kennedy
Maternal and Child Health Intern

Kelsie Landers, MSW
Policy and Advocacy Director

Samantha Lask
Health Systems Intern

Abby Leonard
Public Health Intern

Meghan Marth
Public Health Intern

Katie Mullan 
Communications Manager

Kristen Nuyen, AM
Health Systems Manager

Kirbi Range, MS
Maternal and Child Health Manager

Cristian Ramos
Health Systems Intern

Sheila Sanders
Community Engagement Director

April Thompson
Community Engagement Coordinator

Ceci Tipiani-Fuentes
Public Health Manager

Morgan Totten
Communications Intern

Daniela Trajceski
Health Systems Intern

Karla Weis
Community Engagement Intern
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1006 S. Michigan Ave.
Suite 200

Chicago, IL 60605

(312) 491-8161
www.everthriveil.org
info@everthriveil.org 

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and LinkedIn @EverThriveIL 

www.everthriveil.org
mailto:info%40everthriveil.org%20%0D?subject=
http://www.facebook.com/EverThriveIL
http://www.twitter.com/EverThriveIL
http://www.linkedin.com/company/1162909

