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LETTER

This past year, all of us had to navigate the challenges  
of the pandemic. Even though the world slowly 
reopened, the public health crisis brought to light the 
many long standing injustices and inequities in our 
health care system. It also highlighted the reality that 
we are all connected to one another, and that our 
individual health is connected to the collective health 
of our communities. In other words, none of us exists 
in a vacuum; our health choices do not impact us 
solely on an individual basis, but have a ripple effect 
across our neighborhoods, cities, and country.

This year reaffirmed what we already knew: the work 
EverThrive Illinois does to ensure that child-bearing 
people, their children, and their families have access 
to comprehensive health care makes us all stronger.  
We seek to strengthen the health of our state by 
strengthening the health of those most impacted 
by the inequities we witness daily: systemic racism, 
income inequality, geographic and financial barriers, 
and cultural stigmas.

EverThrive Illinois works every day to overcome 
these injustices. This past year we achieved so 
much by working together and placing equity at the 
forefront of our programs and initiatives. Among our 
accomplishments were:

• We led advocacy to pass Illinois House Bill 158,  
 which expands Medicaid coverage for home  
 visits and doula services, saving lives of birthing  
 people, particularly those of Black Illinoisians,  
 who are acutely at risk of experiencing severe  
 complications from pregnancy and childbirth.  
 With this focus on the maternal health crisis,  
 we helped to advance birth equity within the  
 State of Illinois.

• We embarked on a robust vaccine outreach and  
 education effort prioritizing the most underserved  
 communities in Chicago through the COVID-19  
 Vaccine Equity Initiative. This campaign targeted  
 misinformation and solidified our voice as a trusted  
 source for accurate information.

• Along with AllianceChicago, we co-led the  
 Chicago Collaborative for Maternal Health  
 (CCMH), which implements community maternal  
 health intervention that brings together health care  
 and community, social service providers, people  
 with lived experience, and policymakers to address  
 maternal mortality prevention in Chicago. 

These are just a few of the programmatic highlights 
of the past year, and they set the stage for the  
exciting future we have ahead of us. None of our 
work would be possible without supporters like you. 
It is thanks to our incredible community that we can 
look back on this past year with pride and a sense  
of accomplishment, while also looking forward to the 
work we have before us.

In partnership,

Chi Chi Okwu, MPH
Executive Director

Anna Assenmacher
Board Chairperson
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REVIEW

This past year, EverThrive 
Illinois made a significant 
impact on health equity in 
Illinois and beyond. Through 
community engagement, 
capacity building, and 
advancing policy, we pursued 
critical community initiatives, 
stood up and sustained life-
saving programs, and lived 
our values throughout it all. 
Below are some of the ways 
we challenged the status quo 
and advanced health care for 
those who need it the most.

DISTRIBUTED MASKS THROUGH MASKS 
FOR MOMS ILLINOIS

As a founding partner of Masks for MOMS, EverThrive 
Illinois created communications toolkits for use by 
partners and facilitated paid social media advertising 
to find volunteers to make and donate cloth masks 
for distribution. Masks for Moms Illinois distributed 
more than 22,000 masks to pregnant and postpar-
tum people and their families in the Chicago area.
Masks were contributed by more than 130 volunteers 
and distributed in partnership with 40 community 
health centers and hospitals. 

ADVANCED CONTRACEPTIVE JUSTICE

EverThrive Illinois convened 21 organizations and 
institutions in Reproductive Justice to develop 
quality improvement metrics to measure quality, 
person-centered, and non-coercive contraceptive 
care. We also piloted a contraceptive-informed 
clinic model in three school-based health centers. 
Additionally, we partnered with Illinois reproductive 
justice organizations, such as the Chicago 
Abortion Fund, Illinois Caucus of Adolescent 
Health, and National Asian and Pacific American 
Women’s Forum to form re.ad.just, which facilitated 
a public awareness campaign to help people 
better understand their rights to access contraception 
and abortion.



INCREASED VACCINE CONFIDENCE

With the pandemic, confidence in public health and vaccines is more important than ever. EverThrive Illinois 
executed a digital campaign in the Chicago, Edwardsville, and Peoria regions to encourage birthing people, 
parents, and caregivers to get flu shots. We also completed direct outreach to over 6,323 people through 
businesses, early voting locations, food banks, community colleges, and nonprofit organizations and 
hung door hangers about vaccination events and flu shots at 25,950 homes. In addition, we strengthened 
community informed vaccine messaging, trained 98 social service providers to increase their capacity to talk 
to patients about vaccines, and distributed COVID-19 vaccine information that would reach 130 maternal and 
child health organizations and 120 food banks throughout Chicagoland. We also launched a digital media 
campaign, through which we educated parents and young people directly about the importance of keeping 
up to date on routine adolescent vaccinations. The digital media campaign was a huge success, seen by more 
than 1.6 million people.

SECURED FUNDING AND PROVIDED 
TRAINING ON MENTAL HEALTH FOR YOUTH

Before the pandemic, one in five young Americans 
had a diagnosable emotional, mental, or behavioral 
health disorder; yet the majority of youth who need 
care do not receive it. School-based health centers 
(SBHC) are eff ective providers of timely, confidential, 
and aff ordable behavioral health services. EverThrive 
Illinois, in partnership with the Illinois Department 
of Public Health, provided training and technical 
assistance to Illinois’ SBHCs for more than 20 years 
and serves as the leader of the Illinois School Based 
Health Alliance. We supported SBHCs throughout 
the pandemic, securing $3 million in additional 
funding so they could weather school closings, 
helping them to navigate changing policies, and 
creating guidance for reopening clinics.
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SPOTLIGHT

Chicago Collaborative  
for Maternal Health
In 2018, the Illinois Department of Public Health 
released its first report on maternal mortality, which 
identified that the Chicago area had the highest rate 
of pregnancy-related mortality in the state. Moreover, 
there were significant disparities by race/ethnicity 
and socioeconomic status.

As such, EverThrive Illinois, along with Alliance- 
Chicago, co-founded the Chicago Collaborative for  
Maternal Health (CCMH), which brings together  
health care providers, social service providers, people 
with lived experience, and policymakers to address  
maternal mortality in Chicago. Now in its second 
year, the Collaborative’s focus has been on connecting  
directly with people who have personally experienced 
serious illness or lost family members to pregnancy- 
related causes and training social service providers, 
case managers, doulas, and others so that they are 
better aware of the warning signs that contribute to 
maternal mortality. What we learn across the project 
and by working across different stakeholder groups 
is helping us to better develop solutions to this 
life-threatening problem.

Through community surveys and focus groups, 
EverThrive Illinois identified themes in barriers  
to postpartum care, which included family history, 
lack of understanding around terms and concepts, 
and cultural stigma in Black communities.

Austin

East Garfield Park

Englewood
Greater  
Grand  
Crossing

Chatham

West Garfield Park

6 neighborhood focus areas primarily comprising 
low-income, Black communities: Austin, East and 
West Garfield Park, Englewood, Greater Grand 
Crossing, and Chatham

Trained 71 home visitors, 
parent coaches, nurse 
interns, case managers, 
doulas and other social  
service providers to  
increase understanding  
of warning signs and  
referral options

Hired two outreach workers 
to engage in community 
outreach, building part-
nerships, and conducting 
interventions within focus 
neighborhoods

Surveyed 330  
community members 
to understand  
where they receive 
health information 
and barriers to 
health care access
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of the Chicago Collaborative for Maternal Health are:

1

2

3
Use the findings from surveys and focus 
groups to inform a health education 
campaign conducted by EverThrive IL

Bridge the gaps that currently exist in the 
clinical setting between service providers 
and patients; off ering tools for both clients 
to understand the terminology that service 
providers use and how service providers 
relate to the language that patients use and 
their experiences

Advocate for stronger policies around maternal 
morbidity and mortality, with an understanding 
of how the history of oppression and racism 
further create barriers for patients
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FORWARD

We recently completed 
a three-year strategic plan 
that outlines priorities to 
ensure that all people have 
access to high-quality 
health care. Moving forward, 
we seek to:

ACHIEVE BIRTH EQUITY

We will ensure that pregnant and postpartum 
people in Black and Brown communities receive 
the high-quality care and services they need 
to have a safe and healthy birth.

INCREASE VACCINE CONFIDENCE

We will provide community-centered education 
to address the root causes of vaccine reluctance, 
including systemic racism within the health care 
system that breeds mistrust.

ADVANCE CONTRACEPTIVE JUSTICE

We will work to ensure that all people have the 
social, political, and economic power, rights, access, 
and resources to receive contraceptive care that 
maintains bodily autonomy.

EXPAND ACCESS TO COMPREHENSIVE 
HEALTH CARE

We will secure high quality health insurance for all 
people and the holistic health care they need to thrive.

LIVE OUR VALUES

We will increase our staff  capacity, resource 
development, and board effectiveness, 
centering our values in our organizational 
practices to achieve greater impact and strengthen 
our leadership statewide.

Together, we can transform 
the health care ecosystem.
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Thank you to the health champions who made this work possible in FY20!

CORPORATE AND  
NON-PROFIT PARTNERS
AllianceChicago
Anne and Robert Lurie Children's Hospital
Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Illinois
Cressey & Company
Erie Family Health Centers
Humana
Katten Muchin Rosenman Foundation
Legal Council for Health Justice
National Health Law Program
Northwestern Memorial Healthcare
Pfizer Foundation
Rush University Medical Center
Shriver Center on Poverty Law
Sterling Bay Companies, LLC
Warady & Davis
Ventas

FOUNDATION AND  
GOVERNMENT FUNDERS
BUILD
Chicago Department of Public Health
Chicago Foundation for Women
Community Catalyst
Community Memorial Foundation
Conant Family Foundation
Groundswell Fund
Healthcare Foundation of Northern Lake County
Illinois Department of Public Health
Irving Harris Foundation
Merck for Mothers
Pritzker Children’s Initiative
JB and MK Pritzker Family Foundation
The Chicago Community Trust
VNA Foundation

DONORS
Allison Ackerman
Kim Ahola
Jillene Allen
Lauri Alpern
Amy N Assenmacher
Anna Assenmacher
Jim Assenmacher
Julie Assenmacher
Mary Assenmacher
Erica Baittie
Debra A Bakal
Becca Bakal
Gloria Bakal
Zachary Bakal
Andie Baker
Lakesha Baker
Laurence Baker
Courtney Baker
Sydney Bakal
Ellyn Bank
David Barclay
Deborah Barclay
Sara Barnett
Michael Bary
Ami Behara
Angelita Bellamy
Poonam Bhargava
William Blum
Marcia Bogolub
Barbara Boubin
Latania Bradley
Kim L Bright
Megan Brink
Jane Brownley
Becky Brueckel
Rachel Brustein
Alison Byrnes
Alejandro Carrillo
Lori Chamberlin
Dinesh Chandra
Anita Chandra-Puri
Caroline Chapman
Priscilla Chawla
Ho Chen
Carl Chrispin
Rashmi Chugh
Kara Clark

Sarah Cocco
Judy Coffey Hedquist
James Collins
Cheryl Collins
Angela Convery
Bryant Coulter
Betsy Covell
Nicholas Cummings
Sapna Dalal
Katherine Dato
Debby De La Cruz
Kim Dell Angela
Tchedly Desire
Adriana Diaz
Alyssa Dietsch
Caitlin Dix
Amy Dolan
Jim Donenberg
Chad Doobay
Bijal Doshi
Pooja Doshi
Kathleen Doughty
Thom Downing
Mary Driscoll
Susan Drucker
Paul Druzinsky
Margaret Dublin
Ann Duffy
Mona Dwarakanathan
Carla Edelston
Aisha Edwards
Dianne Engram
Kateri Evans
Sarah Ferguson
Dj Firejoc
Shelly Flais
Sarah Flanagan
Barbara Flynn Currie
Sara Fried
Sloan Frost
Anisha Foster
Zachary Freudenburg
Carol Friedman
Robert S Friedman
Ronald Friedman
Renee Friedman
Robyn Gabel
Joseph Gallagher
Keshane Gan

Ariana Garagozzo
Alicia Garcia
Elise Gardner
Ireta Gasner
Leslie Gauntt
Leonard Gayeski
Anita Gayeski
Benjamin Gemkow
Geraldine Germain
Christopher Germain
Cody Gilfillan
Jessica Glass
Ellen Glaessner
Martha Glynn
Trupti Gokani
Carly Goldberg
Linda Gordon
Dani Griffith
Graciela Guzman
Justice Shelvin Hall
Mary Halvorson
Arden Handler
Robin Hannon
Micquel Hart
Rashmi Hejeebu
Elisa Helford
Jennifer Henderson
Sue Hertzbery
Stewart Hertzbery
Janine Hill
Janet Hoffman
Linda Hogan
Jesus Ibarra
Mariana Ingersoll
Emily Isaacson
Timothy Jackson
Sarina Jain
Seema Jain
April Janney
Bernadette Jendrisak
Amanda Jenta
Joy Jin
Kathryn Jorgensen
Rebecca Johnson
Andre Jones
Courtney Jones
Frankie Jones
Kisha Jones
Brenda Jones

Barbara Julion
Annie Jurczyk
Sakina Kadakia
Gowri Kalugotla
William Kane
Mara Kaplan
Ana Karris
George Karris
Anita Kensick
Kathleen Kilbane
Shelby Koenig
Rita Kovac
Tamara Kozyckyj
Sharon Kristjanson
Anne Knapke
Liam Lair
Cheryl Lamm
Loretta Lattyak
Robert Lawson
Diana Leal
Salina Lee
Darien Lee
Sally Lemke
Marcia Levin
Joan Lindsay
Margarite Loew
Carly Logeasi- 
Goldberg
John Longman
Mainza Luko-
bo-Durrell
Renee Maeweather- 
Reed
Jacquelyn Malek
Kate Maley
Patrick Maguire
Brendan Maguire
William Malmed
Patrick Marsh
Andrew Martin
Julia Marynus
Ellen Mason
Herbert Mason
Judith Mason
Mary V Matthews
Timoli Matthews
Karen May
Marci May
Rachel Mayuga

Julia Mazur
Megan McClaire
Karen McCormick
Tiffany McDowell
John Mcelwee
Michael McGee
Julia McGee
Anjali Mehta
Amber Meigs
Jacob Metrick
Jesse Meyer
Christa Meyer
Jen Meyer
Regina Meza
Tamela Milan- 
Alexander
Megan Miller
Seth Mindel
Maraina Montgomery
Darby Morhardt
Bryan Mosak
Michele Mosley
Katie Mullan
Maeve Mullan
Maryann Mullan
Nuala Mullan
Byron Munro
Christa Myers
Ashleigh Nelson
Paul Nepermann
Elizabeth Nestos
Marynoel Chavez
Kristen Nuyen
Chi Chi Okwu
Lorena Ornelas
Heidi Ortolaza-Alvear
Tyler Overstreet
Lara Palles
Seth Parker
Nancy Parker
Ankit Patel
Seema Patel
Shefali Patel
Bella Patel
Arpita Patel Mehta
Natalie Peeples
John Peller
Lauren Pera
Amy Peters

Julie Pikes
Jennie Pinkwater
Lynn Pollack
Jo Ann R. Potashnick
Deepa Rai
Sheetal Rai
Rebecca Raj
Adrienne Ray
Krina Raval
Jamjuree Reankit
Ronald Reed
Tamara Reed Tran
Erica Regunberg
Philip Reitz
Peggy Reitz
Philip Restle
Michael Richman
Lucia Rieur
Barbara Riley
Remer Robert
Carla Roberts
Harriet Roberts
Lisa Robertson
Jessie Rodriguez
Alan Rooks
Deb Rosenberg
Emily Rus
Julie Russell
Sheila S Sanders
Aidee San Miguel
Cindy San Miguel
Monica San Miguel
Max Sansing
Octavia Sansing
Veronica Sansing
Gabrielle Sauder
Brian Sauder
Kerry Sayers Doucet
Margie Schaps
Julie B Schmidt
Don Schneider
Katie Scott
Kathryn Seifert
Anastasie Senat
Dj Malik Shabazz
Parul Shah
Roona Shah
Bev Shurman Lavitt
Leah Siegel

Peatre Simmons
Patricia Smallsreed
Scott Smith
George Smith Jr
Marissa Starke
Haley Streibich
Daisy Su
Jennifer Sulentic
Michael Swaine
Sana Syal
Michael Taitel
Vivian Taitel
Debbie Taitel
Katelyn Talsma
Jill Tessler
Lawrence Tanzman
DJ Chyna  
The Princess
Ariel Thomas Sansing
Linda Toole-Erickson
Lawrence Torch
Jessica Trevisan
Raymond Trevisan
Paul Tucker
Ismail Turay
Linda Valentine
Roshni Vasaiwala
Ernest Vasseur
Alisa Velonis
Debra Voges  
Schneider
Sarah Wagener
Laurie Wakschlag
Milton Wakschlag
Jennifer Waligora
Kathy Waligora
Jena Wallander 
Gemkow
Brid Wardlow
Jesse Wardlow
Luann Watschun
Lauren Webb
Devna Webster
Susan Woods
Allison Wu
Max Yenkin
Marguerite Young
Steve Zweiback
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Leadership

Anna Assenmacher
Chairperson

Ariel Thomas Sansing, MS
Past Chairperson

Betsy Covell, MS
Nokia 
Secretary

Sarah Flanagan
AAR Corp 
Treasurer

STAFF

Chi Chi Okwu 
Executive Director

Kathy Waligora 
Deputy Director of External Affairs

Priscilla Chawla 
Deputy Director of Operations and Finance

Andie Baker 
Deputy Director of Strategy and Programs

Aisha Chaudhri
Reproductive Justice Manager

Max Horwitz
Business Operations Manager

Talibah Johnson
Community Engagement Coordinator

Kristen Nuyen
Capacity Building Director

Diana Pando
Communications Manager

Kirbi Range
Birth Equity Manager

April Thompson
Community Engagement Coordinator

Ceci Tipiani-Fuentes
Immunizations Manager

Directors

Anita Chandra-Puri, MD
Northwestern Medicine 
Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children’s  
Hospital of Chicago

Courtney Jones 

Mary Driscoll, MPH, RN

Barbara Staples King

Mia E. Layne, MD
Contemporary OB/GYN Chicago

Loretta Lattyak, Rn, Med
Ann and Robert H Lurie Children’s  
Hospital of Chicago

Ellen Mason, MD
John H. Stroger, Jr Hospital of Cook County

Marci May
Jasculca Terman Strategic Communications

Jesse Meyer, MBA
Northwestern University’s Feinberg  
School of Medicine 
Northwestern Medical Group

Ankit Patel
Ventas, Inc

Sheetal Rai
Fifth Third Securities

Cindy San Miguel, MPH
Sinai Urban Health Institute

Michel S. Taitel, PhD
Walgreens

Amy Thomasson, DES
American College of Medical Quality
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